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The FIM Motocross World Championship took a 
big step to Asia for the first Grand Prix of Thailand 
just over a week'ago but Kawasaki Racing Team’s 
Gautier Paulin had no problems with continuing to 
travel..The flamboyant Frenchman was one of the 
very few to complete the marnmoth double at Si . ' 
Racha. Ray Archer’s lens plotted the course 














'A 
















/ jII 







Hr fcjr JBI M 


WkW 


w 1 






sSSsSi®. 

11111 







MotoGP 

Chasing tornados... 

At the end of this week Yamaha will officially present/unveil 
their two MotoGP heavyweights in Jorge Lorenzo and Valentino 
Rossi; three if you count the latest Yamaha Ml a bike that has 
won four of the last five championships. Here Lorenzo enjoys 
the first laps around the fresh Austin circuit in Texas the sole 
new venue from the eighteen on the 2013 schedule 

Photo by www.yamahamotogp.com 

























Martian landing... 

Marvin Musquin clowns around to celebrate his 
second AMA East Coast 250SX victory in five 
rounds and narrows the gap to nine points in what 
is becoming a two-horse championship run with 
Wil Hahn. With Ken Roczen looking sturdy on the 
West Coast the Red Bull KTM team could be near¬ 
ing an unprecedented double. 

Photo by Simon Cudby @cudby 






2 








STRONGER TUBN FICTION 


INTRODUCING TUG RQLLGRSOLL 





AMA-SX 


INDIANAPOLIS 

LUCAS OIL STADIUM ■ MARCH 16th ■ Rnd 11 oi 


450SX winner: Ryan Villopoto, Kawasaki 
250SX winner: Marvin Musquin 
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W e’re racking off the rounds over here in 
America, just six events remain in the 
seventeen-round Monster Energy Supercross 
series. I know right? Where did the time go? 

After a frigid Indianapolis SX, here are some 
notes and thoughts on the race and the series 
itself: 

Well, don’t look now but Monster Energy 
Kawasaki’s Ryan Villopoto is on a roll at the 
moment. Three wins in a row, four wins out 
of the last five races and a nice nine-point 
lead over Rockstar Racing’s Davi Millsaps. 
RV’s been hauling and more than anything, 
he’s gotten his starts figured out a little better 
from earlier on in the season and an off¬ 
set change (bringing the forks closer to the 
frame) made three weeks ago seems to agree 
with him. Villopoto’s done what he’s needed 
to do in clutch manners the last three weeks 
and now there’s not too many doubters for 
a third straight supercross championship. 
Things can change in an instant but right 
now, he’s got six wins compared to two for 
Millsaps and there’s a reason why. He’s sim¬ 
ply the best. 

My phone rang on Sunday after Indianapo¬ 
lis while I was out for lunch for my wife and 
it was Villopoto himself asking me what I 
thought of the race, busting on me for not 
being there (I took a weekend off) and see¬ 
ing what else was up. It was an interesting 
look into his mindset when he told me that 
he’s got a seventeen-point lead in the series. 
Which he does over Ryan Dungey in third 
place but it speaks volumes that he’s got nine 
over Davi Millsaps but he’s looking at Dungey 
closer than he is Millsaps. 

As far as Millsaps is concerned, he’s had a 
great season but his run at the top of the 
points has been hurt the last three weeks 
as he suffered a knee injury practicing and 
hasn’t been able to train as much as usual. 











Dungey continues to play the percentage 
game as he searches to increase his 
win total for 2013. A victory soon is 
essential to halt Villopoto’s momentum; 
the champion had a 54 point lead in the 
series at this point in 2012 




So with the injury comes the lack of riding 
time and with the lack of riding time comes 
a lack of confidence. And it’s showing out 
there on the track. Daytona was rough but 
Indianapolis was much better (he was as¬ 
sured of a podium but slid out late in the 
race, giving it to James Stewart). It remains 
to be seen if Davi can rebound but win or 
lose, this has been an amazing season so far 
for the 18. 

Red Bull KTM’s Ryan Dungey is slowly 
warming up. The former champion has been 
his usual consistent self (seven podiums 
this season including one win) and in Indi¬ 
anapolis he reeled Villopoto in a bit but was 
unable to make the pass. There’s no doubt 
that Dungey is Villopoto’s closest rival right 
now and if he gets a start, there’s not much 
chance of beating his combination of speed 
and fitness. Look for Dungey to grab a win 
or two before this thing ends as he and 
Villopoto have risen above the rest of the 
competition. 

What a couple of weeks for Dungey’s 250SX 
teammate Marvin Musquin. The former two- 
time World Champion grabbed an incredible 
holeshot at Daytona and rode uncontested 
for the win there which was his first ever in 
SX. And at Indy, he got caught up in some 
first turn chaos but ripped through the pack 
to get a nice second on the night behind 
Rockstar Racing’s Blake Wharton. But wait! 
Oh no, Wharton threw it away with a cushy 
lead in the whoop section and took defeat 
from the jaws of victory. And that allowed 
Musquin to take his second win of 2013 and 
in a row. It was an amazing comeback by the 
Frenchman and brought him much closer to 
points leader Wil Hahn of the GEICO Honda 
team. This east coast 250 class is going to 
be a battle for title. 


One rider that won t be in there is Monster 
Pro Circuit Kawasaki’s Dean Wilson. Wilson, 
the favorite for the crown before the season 
started, crashed hard in the first heat and 
will be out for a while. And let’s face it before 
Indianapolis Wilson was looked upon as strug¬ 
gling a bit as he faded from second to fourth 
at Daytona and through the first four races 
only had one win. What a complete disaster 
for Dean and for the Pro Circuit team. Unless 
there is an unlikely success from rookie Jus¬ 
tin Hill or from the west coast guys that are 
struggling, 2013 supercross will more than 
likely feature just one single trophy for the Pro 
Circuit guys. Team owner Mitch Payton has to 
be fuming right now. 




And just to show that things can always get 
worse, the rumor is that defending 250MX 
champion Blake Baggett’s wrist won’t be 
healed up in time for the opening round of the 
motocross series. Uh yeah, when it rains it 
pours right? 


There’s no doubt that the 250SX eastern se¬ 
ries doesn’t have the depth of the west coast 
so there’s a chance for a few unknown racers 
to really make a name for themselves. With 
Wilson out, there are three recognised rac¬ 
ers (Hahn, Wharton and Musquin) a couple of 
good rookies (Jeremy Martin of Star Yamaha 
and Hill) and then after that, it’s a crapshoot 
of dudes. Riders like Kyle Peters (2nd in Indy), 
Cole Thompson and Jimmy DeCotis have all 
had the spotlight here and there over the se¬ 
ries but no one, save for maybe Peters has re¬ 
ally stepped up. DeCotis and Thompson have 
shown speed but haven’t been able to hold it 
together for a whole night. 
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Top left: Tunnel vision. Above: Blake Wharton was so close to 
repeating his 2012 Indy 250SX victory but for a missed whoop. 

Left: Chad Reed in front of the camera and also currently under the 
microscope as he nears 160 450SX starts. This photo: Davi Millsaps 
is now feeling the heat as the early season pace setter 
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Justin Barcia’s mentor, Jeff Stanton, was 
the first winner of an AMA SX meeting in 
Indianapolis in 1992 (also on a Honda) 
but the rookie could not record a fifth 
podium of 2013 at the Lucas Oil Stadium 






Musquin celebrated back-to-back wins after 
becoming the 89th different 250SX Main Event 
winner the previous week at Daytona. It also gave 
KTM a garland in each category for the first time 


AMA-SX CLASSIFICATION & CHAMPIONSHIP 
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HAHN PICKED AND DOING GOOD... 

By Steve Matthes 


S ometimes it takes a while but the old ad¬ 
age that good things happen to good people 
does ring true every now and then. And we’re 
seeing that this year with GEICO Honda’s Wil 
Hahn. Hahn came into the year without a win as a 
professional and an underdog in the 250SX East 
series but here we are four rounds into it and the 
kid’s got two wins and the series points lead. 

Hahn had a rocky start to his professional career 
as he signed a two-year deal with Star Racing 
out of amateurs and despite performing OK for 
the team was released after one year for reasons 
unknown. From there it was a MDK KTM ride 
where Hahn made his first podium for the team 
in the '09 season. After that term the team folded 
and Hahn was without a job. He turned up at the 
season-ending US Open on a Kawasaki 450F but 
got hurt before he could show anything. This was 
after missing most of the second half of the ’09 
season with injuries. To put it simply, Hahn hadn’t 
done much other than get hurt the first two years 
of his career. 


The nationals went well for Hahn but it was ex¬ 
pected that he would be let go from GEICO at the 
end of the year because he couldn’t seem to stay 
healthy. 

More people should look 
at the career of Wil Hahn 
and learn from it... 

But the GEICO guys stuck with him and it’s paid 
off in 2013. Hahn’s a popular guy on the team 
and does all the right things on and off the track. 
He’s had some ups and downs in his career but 
it speaks for GEICO to stick with him and Hahn 
himself hasn’t let the seemingly long run of bad 
luck get him down. And now, bolstered by his 
health, a great team and a great bike, he’s slaying 
the dragon (the dragon being the heavily favored 
Dean Wilson of the Pro Circuit team) although 
there’s still a way to go before wrapping this up as 
KTM’s Marvin Musquin is drawing close. 



2010 came and he secured a last minute ride 
with the Troy Lee Designs Honda team. The #50 
showed some speed as he made a few podiums 
indoors and even at one race outdoors. It seemed 
that Wil had finally been able to shake free of his 
bad luck and he started to establish himself. At 
the end of the year Hahn moved over to GEICO 
Honda but suffered a serious injury in practice at 
Anaheim one and that was it for his supercross 
season. Outdoors was alright but he didn’t enter 
the championship until it was halfway done. And 
last season it was another injury that caused him 
to miss 250SX yet again (although he did fill in 
for Factory Honda on the 450 for a few races). 


Too many times riders suffer injuries and are 
discarded by teams shortly after. It is a ‘win-now’ 
type of business in the paddock but sometimes, 
giving an athlete that you know is doing the right 
things a second, or third chance to figure things 
out is a smart move. Many a racer has come into 
the pro ranks and gotten hurt; it’s a fact of life in 
our sport. But it's what you do after you get hurt- 
both as a rider and as a team- that can determine 
whether or not the combination works. More 
people should look at the career of Wil Hahn and 
learn from it. 

Sadly though, most won’t. 




Feature 


v:: Xy 
! 1 i: ''"' * 'f' 




WITHOUT 
THE CROWN 

By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 



OTOR GRABS SOME TIME WITH ARGUABLY ONE OF THE MOST EXCITING 
RIDERS THE SPORT OF MOTOCROSS HAS EVER SEEN: JAMES STEWART 


I t is not always so easy to secure an interview with 
James Stewart. The hectic nature of 36 hours 
around a supercross meeting means a decent 
amount of commitment and pressure for a rider 
who has already won it all but still remains in popu¬ 
lar demand. After OTOR is granted an audience we 
find a section of the Yoshimura Suzuki race truck, 
remain standing and have a brief but interesting 
discourse with the 27 year old. Stewart is softly 
spoken and is wizened to the nuances and rhythms 
of an interview. He also has a wicked sense of hu¬ 
mour (I recall a Pirelli press conference at Dodgers 
Stadium in 2012 when he steered the presentation 
around to his interest in the company’s famously 
glamorous wall calendars...) that is revealed further 
with a few little asides and comments. 
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JAMIES STEWART 



PLAY 


Now with his third brand and into his twelfth 
Pro season, Stewart’s recent victory in Atlanta 
brought him up to 45 career wins (91 AMA vic¬ 
tories in total) and ensured that he has walked 
the top step of the SX podium in each cam¬ 
paign of the past nine years. The sometime TV 
star and new brand proprietor (‘7’ with Troy 
Lee Designs) has been accused of losing focus, 
crashing a lot and enjoying his spoils a little 
too much. The negative view is as puzzling 


You turned yellow in 2013. Had a new chal¬ 
lenge, new brand and new lease of life it 
seemed... 

Yeah. It is no secret that I struggled a lot with 
the Yamaha in the last few years and those 
should have been the best of my career. I was 
trying to figure out the motorcycle. When I 
made the switch to Suzuki I was at the point 
where I had to make a choice: quit racing or go 
and do something different because I was over 
it. We went for the change and I started with 
the outdoors again and through that process 
I began to think of things after my career and 
what I still wanted to achieve in racing. I’m re¬ 
ally into fashion and we came up with the deal 
to start our own gear/clothing company. We 
talked for a few months and came up with the 
Seven concept. It has got a lot of positive feed¬ 
back and we’re just into our first steps with 
this thing so we’ll continue to make it better. 


as the thousands of fans who seem to boo as 
much as cheer his introduction as part of the 
Supercross show schedule. From speaking to 
those in the close group around him Stewart is 
simply a racing animal, and this view can be 
supported by the fact that the Floridian is still 
competing in 2013 despite a ligament tear in 
his right knee. Is JS7 still relevant? Very much 
so it would appear... 


You must have contributed to brands like Fox 
and Answer in the past but I guess with Seven 
your participation is a lot more in depth...? 

I’m much more involved, right from the naming 
down to the direction we want to take and fig¬ 
uring out what we want to do with it. With Fox 
and Answer it was much more a case of pick¬ 
ing colours. They came to me and say ‘here’s 
the design, what colours do you want?’ That 
was cool. To see how Answer have grown since 
I signed with them in 2009 was good. It came 
a long way and I had guys coming up to me 
saying ‘man, you’re killing my Fox shares!’ be¬ 
cause there was a lot more of it out there. Now, 
instead of doing it for someone else, I want to 
do it for myself. I don’t want to be stingy about 
it but I figured we’d start it off slow. The money 
side of things is good and I don’t have to worry 
about that so it was an easy choice to go in 
that direction. 



PLAY 


It is an interesting move because you haven’t 
had much luck in the last couple of years on 
the track but you’ve kept big partners behind 
you like Red Bull and Nike. It would have been 
easy to take a big cheque and ride for some¬ 
one else... 

Yeah, it means taking a chance but that’s a 
little bit my mentality. If you are not going to 
take chances then don’t race and it’s the same 
for life. Companies like Nike, Red Bull and 
GoPro they see beyond the racing. Winning is 
great but they know I am here trying. It’s not 
like I am sitting on my ass all day. I’m not that 
person. You see this thing with certain athletes 
whereby when they are winning people hate 
them, and then they struggle and people em¬ 
brace them. It’s almost like people don’t like 
to see an athlete fail, and I’m the same with 
the likes of Tiger [Woods] and Kobe [Bryant]. 

I believe the companies around me feel that 
also and they understand. When you’re strug¬ 
gling...that’s when you need that support and 
I appreciate it. There are some [people] that if 
you don’t go on a run then they dump you. 


How do you think people see you now? You 
seemed to be such a polemic figure there for 
a while. People either loved or hated you. Do 
you think you might pass the phase like Chad 
Reed where he went from the boo-boy to be¬ 
ing a popular figure? 

It is different. I was joking last night that the 
fans actually like Chad now because they know 
we don’t get along! Again I think it goes back 
to the struggling part. It does seem there are 
not many ‘people in the middle’ and I think it 
is strange because - really - they don’t know 
who I am. That’s the hard part. 

I think it is always about more than just rac¬ 
ing the motorcycle; it is about how I act and 
how I look and these things. I guess I carry 
myself differently and how I grew up - with no 
money and struggling to make it work - I’ve 
always been a kid that will shut off from peo¬ 
ple. If I don’t trust you then I wont really talk 
to you and maybe some people take that as 
ignorance...I think the attitudes towards me 
are changing a bit. They can see I struggle but 
I’m still here and I’m fighting. 
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“In my head I'm totally focused. I chose to leave 
a lot of money on the table and come here to 
continue racing so that’s priority number one.” 
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How far of a rider are you from the guy that 
made the perfect season in 2008? You carry 
more experience...but are you feeling the 
mileage? 

That guy is still there I just need to wake him 
up! I feel the talent level has gotten better, 
even from the days when I was racing Ricky 
[Carmichael] but it is a lot different now trying 
to beat six or seven people compared to just 
the one. Those years on the Yamaha definitely 
hurt me a little bit. A lot of crashes and other 
things. Now I’m overcoming that on the Suzuki 
and I feel good on the motorcycle. 


Seven is part of the next step and not so long 
ago you were talking about cars. Are four 
wheels still on the horizon? What’s going on in 
your head? 

In my head I’m here and totally focused on 
the racing. I chose to leave a lot of money on 
the table and come here to continue racing so 
that’s priority number one and number two 
is building a company but I have good peo¬ 
ple around me that means I don’t really have 
to worry too much about stuff. I still get calls 
about the cars and so on. I think there is a 
time and a place for four wheels, and - wheth¬ 
er I can drive or not - there’s a market for me 
to be in there. There are a lot of good racing 
drivers and a lot with more experience than 
me but I’m still getting the phone calls. I know 
that it is about publicity and what you can do 
for the sponsors and the fans. People might 
hate me or love me but they are still talking 
about me. 


JAMIES STEWART 



You seem to communicate frequently on Twit¬ 
ter and Facebook that you’re a fan of sport 
worldwide, whether it’s FI, golf or MotoGP... 

Yeah, I check it all out. Unfortunately for me 
FI is kinda tough because I don’t get up that 
early! I’m a fan of anyone who can do some¬ 
thing well. I’m not biased towards anybody. I 
like Lorenzo, Rossi, Stoner. I like those guys 
because they do something that makes me go 
‘wow’. Some say Motocross racing is harder 
than road racing and stuff like that but the 
way I look at it is that there are fifth grade 
kids spelling stuff on TV and I think 'I can’t do 
that!’. I just take the opportunity to really ap¬ 
preciate what’s out there. 

Lastly I just want to chat about Europe. Ryan 
Villopoto has gone on record as saying he’d 
like to try the FIM Motocross World Champi¬ 
onship in a couple of years, Dean Wilson also. 
From your experiences there with the Moto¬ 
cross of Nations and the receptions you’ve 
had from the fans is competing there some¬ 
thing you’re curious about? 

If it were only about the fans I would do it in 
a heartbeat. I love Europe and things like the 
Bercy Supercross. For me personally...it would 
mean a huge change and a lot to overcome. I 
don’t want to say something like ‘yeah, in two 


years I’d like to do it’ or ‘here’s my interest 
level...’. It would have to be the right oppor¬ 
tunity and to be honest I’d love to just go over 
there and be a fan of the scene. At the Nations 
I could see that European tracks are not really 
my kind of deal. I don’t like cold weather! 

And the Motocross of Nations with Team 
USA...I know the politically correct thing to 
say is ‘yeah, I’d love to do it’ but does part of 
you think that you’ve already been-there-and- 
done-that? 

The Nations is different. The only part I don’t 
like about it is the ‘hangers’ who are there just 
to get a ticket. As far as taking part and rac¬ 
ing the best people in the world...l love that 
stuff. I’ve had some good luck and bad luck at 
the Nations and you always want to go over 
and beat the best. I love the fans over there... 
[pause] A lot of the riders who say “I’ll be over 
there in a couple of years” [to race GPs] are 
lying. There is no way. I think if there was an 
opportunity then they’d go now. We do feel like 
the best riders in the world are here but I wish 
some of those fans from the Nations would 
come over as well! They are kinda like the 
Raiders fans, even if things are going bad they 
always show up and support their team and I 
love that about GP racing. They are into it. 
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STEVIE MASON SPEAKS ABOUT HIS MOTORSPORT OBSESSION 


By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Kevin Morosky 


T he forty-year-old former Beta Band front¬ 
man released his second solo album, the 
imaginatively titled and wonderfully spiralling 
‘Monkey Minds in the Devil’s Time’ (a Buddhist 
term for an easily distracted brain) yesterday. 
It’s the follow-up to the quite superb ‘Boys 
Outside’ released in 2010. 

The motorsport, MotoGP and Valentino Rossi 
fan checked in exclusively with OTOR to chat 
racing and recording... 
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STEVE MASON 


A young Mason getting handy with the 
spanners on a ride-out to Margate, 1989 



So, MotoGP, how did you get into it...? 

I’ve followed it for many years. I’m forty now 
and I can remember as a young boy being very 
excited by Barry Sheene and characters like 
that. I have to say that it was Valentino Rossi 
who really got me back into motorcycle Grand 
Prix racing. I’d heard about him when he was 
racing 125s and just thought he was absolutely 
fantastic and I’m so happy to see him back on 
a Yamaha. The Ducati years were just horrible. 

Were you at the race tracks much as a kid? 

Living in Scotland there were never many big 
races up here, so I didn’t see much. I follow 
MotoGP quite religiously on the television...We 
do have a track up here, Knockhill, and I have 
actually raced around there on a Lambretta. 
We’ve had some British Superbikes...it is a 
pretty crazy track. 

Did you say you raced a Lambretta?! 

Yeah! They do scooter racing all over the UK 
and quite a while ago a mate of mine had a 
Dave Webster-tuned racing Lambretta and the 
British Scooter Championship came to Knock- 
hill in the early 90s. Something was wrong 
with my friend’s brother at the time and I hap¬ 
pened to have a racing licence for scooters so 
I took it out. It was horrible though because it 
was soaking wet! 


It can’t be too easy to tuck-in one of those... 

No, it’s a bit like riding a small brick wall. No 
aerodynamics whatsoever and the brakes are 
appalling. The ground clearance was almost 
zero because the exhaust drops right down. 

My cousin races in a local motocross-enduro 
series in Yorkshire, actually, and he used to go 
to the Isle of Man quite a lot as a mechanic 
with his friend who had a TZR250 so I really 
got into that. 

Did you see the recent TT film? 

‘Closer to the Edge’? I really enjoyed it. I didn’t 
see it in 3D but because I’ve been following the 
Isle of Man for quite a long time and I’ve see 
that kind of race footage a lot...it still blows 
your mind every time. It is probably one of 
the only races left that reaches a phenomenal 
level of danger. It is how motorsport used to 
be, whether it was Formula One or whatever, 
and I’m sure those guys need to be able to 
switch off part of their minds to do that. It’s 
what makes those people so special in a way, 
literally risking their lives to race. To see John 
McGuiness go back year after year, man...nev¬ 
er go back to a lit firework! I don’t know why 
he does it and it really frightens me. He must 
be massively addicted. 






Coming back to MotoGP...any views on how 
2013 might shape up? 

I keep going on about Rossi but it’s only be¬ 
cause I’m a massive fan and now that he’s 
back with Yamaha and hopefully on some seri¬ 
ously competitive equipment I think it will be 
really exciting. Dani Pedrosa has been good in 
the tests and getting the bike sorted and Jorge 
Lorenzo will be quick again. Cal Crutchlow is 
just waiting around ready to swoop...overall I 
think it will be an exciting year. 

Naturally you’ll keep an eye on the Brits. It’ll 
be a big season for Crutchlow... 

When he was riding last year with that bust- 
ed-up ankle I thought ‘that’s a real racer’. I 
thought that was great. I like Cal because he’s 
aggressive but he doesn’t make stupid mis¬ 
takes. He’s really good to watch. The great 
shame for me in MotoGP - that was so sad - 
was Simoncelli’s accident. When he first came 
into MotoGP I instantly liked him. That hair... 
and him going around on the bike with his legs 
everywhere, it was fucking brilliant. He could 
have been an incredibly competitive racer. 


What’s in the garage? 

At the moment only Lambrettas. I’m a bit of 
a two-stroke fiend to be honest. I’ve had an 
RD350 YPVS and the obligatory Suzuki RGV 
250. Out of all, the two-stroke is the hooligan 
engine, and of all the bikes you can put them 
in the RD and RGV were the best weapons of 
choice; fucking fantastic bikes. 

It must be an exciting and busy time with the 
new album coming out. How do you feel about 
it considering where you are in your career 
and life at the moment? 

I feel very, very lucky to be honest. Lucky that 
I feel I can still write music and songs to this 
kind of standard. Some people tail-off and then 
comeback but I feel that this as strong - if 
not stronger - than ‘Boys Outside’ [first solo 
album] and as a musician and an artist that’s 
what you really want: your current work to be 
measured against your previous, or your best 
and ‘Boys Outside’ was one of the best I had 
made. So I feel very happy and really confident 
in a positive way. 























Sport is constantly renewing itself with faces, 
heroes, seasons, trends and more. Is it a little 
bit the same when it comes to you and your 
music? Do you want to try new little things 
and constantly evolve or do you normally pull 
back to a certain theme or idea? 

I would say both. Generally in my song writing 
I’m looking at me, the world or human beings 
or politics. These are the normal areas but the 
music that goes with that is constantly chang¬ 
ing. If you look at all my other records then 
they are all completely different but the thing 
that holds them together is the subject matter, 
and my voice I suppose. When you’re an artist 
it is really important to keep moving and chal¬ 
lenge yourself. To keep pushing forward and 
never sit still. 



What about the power of music to make 
sporting clips capture the imagination and 
inspire people? Have you ever written a piece 
and thought ‘that would be awesome with 
super slow mo footage of a bike or car going 
through a corner’...? 

I’ve actually done that. There is a track on my 
last album called ‘All Come Down’ and I made 
the video myself from old footage from the TT. 
It’s like a Super8 film that I got from this old 
motorcycling website. I think it is from the late 
60s or early 70s and I really slowed it down. 

I think it is of the Gooseneck where you see 
them come down, hit the apex and then fire- 
off through the other side. I loved doing that. 
Formula one cars now look so boring but it 
would certainly work with some MotoGP bikes 
or something older. I made the music for the 
Motorsport Magazine Podcast as Damian, the 
editor of that magazine, is a friend of mine 
which was really good fun. Initially I had used 
a load of Murray Walker clips but had to take 
them out as Bernie Ecclestone owns all that 
stuff and I probably would have been deported 
to Guantanamo Bay or something like that. It’s 
a good little bit of music though. 



PLAY 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: WWW.STEVEMASONTHIEARTIST.COM 

TO SAMPLE & DOWNLOAD SOME OF MONKEY MINDS IN THE DIEVIL’S TIME (ITUNES): HERE 
TO BUY THE CD: HERE 
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Pack the limousine and head off on a relaxed trip. 

Accelerate the sports car dynamically out of the corners. 

Pilot the SUV along dirt tracks and across wild streams. 

For this you need three cars or just one motorcycle - the new 
KTM 1190 ADVENTURE! Fully specced with high-tech equipment 
for all your adventures-no matter where in the world! 


STANDARD EQUIPMENT: THE NEW KTM 1190 ADVENTURE 

150 HP (110 KW)/230 KG INCL. 23 LITRES OF FUEL 

C-ABS/TRACTION CONTROL WITH 4 MODES + OFF 

15,000 KM SERVICE INTERVALS 

COMPREHENSIVE TECHNOLOGY AND 
SAFETY PACKAGES 

YOU CAN FIND ALL THE FEATURES AT 
WWW.KTM.COM 
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TIPS AND ALL THAT... 

By Matthew Roberts 



A s I write this blog the MotoGP, Moto2 and 
Moto3 teams and riders are making their 
way down to Jerez for a crucial final pre-season 
test before the new campaign gets underway 
in Qatar on April 7th. Only when that red light 
goes out under the floodlights of Losail will 
we truly know what everybody has got but on 
the surface evidence of testing so far it seems 
Yamaha have some catching up to do if they 
want to give Jorge Lorenzo a realistic chance of 
chasing Honda and Dani Pedrosa from the get- 
go in the premier class. 


flashes of his potential last year, whilst Nico Ter- 
ol has also been impressive in the last month or 
two after hitting form in the final few rounds of 
2012 and he will be a consistent threat to Es- 
pargaro. [Look out for a special interview with 
Pol in the next OTOR...Ed] 

MotoGP - 1: Pedrosa 2: Lorenzo 3: Marquez 
Moto2 - 1: Espargaro 2: Terol 3: Redding 
Moto3 - 1: Folger 2: Vinales 3: Rins 


Whilst Marc Marquez has been impressive, 
especially when dominating last week’s three- 
day factory Honda and Yamaha shakedown at 
the Circuit of the Americas, and Valentino Rossi 
looks like Valentino Rossi again I genuinely 
can’t see past Lorenzo or Pedrosa for the title, 
with the Honda man the current favourite for 
my money. 

Stefan Brad I's performance in Austin at a new 
track for everybody, lapping second quick¬ 
est behind Marquez, was encouraging and will 
hopefully give him the confidence to fight with 
Cal Crutchlow and Alvaro Bautista for early 
podiums - especially in that Texan round given 
that the latter two, along with the rest of the 
grid, were not present. 

In Moto2 it could be even more of a closed shop 
with Pol Espargaro the standout act. Pol has 
had a fairly quiet pre-season so far but he was 
the only rider anywhere near Marquez last year 
and could consider himself unfortunate not to 
have been picked up by a factory MotoGP team, 
which would surely have been the case if only 
there was more of them! The addition of a mini¬ 
mum combined weight for rider and machine 
should even things out for the likes of Scott 
Redding but the biggest step forward will still 
have to come from the rider. A sneaky outside 
bet could be Takaaki Nakagami, who showed 


In Moto3 the obvious choice would be Maver¬ 
ick Vinales, third in last year’s championship 
after his infamous walkout at Sepang, when he 
split with his team despite still having a shot 
at the title. Vinales quickly forged a reputation 
as MotoGP’s ‘next big thing’ thanks to a preco¬ 
cious rookie season in 2011 when he became 
the youngest rider to score back-to-back Grand 
Prix wins in the final round at Valencia, taking 
his total victories for the season to four. Despite 
another five wins last year that display of im¬ 
maturity showed a key weakness and the jury 
is out on whether a move to the JHK Laglisse 
team as opposed to the more experienced and 
settled Team Aspar was the right one. 

A safer bet for the minor category title might 
be Jorge Martinez Aspar’s other prospect Jonas 
Folger, arguably the signing of the season at 
the midway point of 2012. The decision to ditch 
Alberto Moncayo in favour of the unemployed 
German youngster at Indianapolis paid immedi¬ 
ate dividends with a podium in that race and 
he followed up with a win in the next round and 
two more trophies before the season was out. 
Along with Vinales the likes of Alex Rins and 
Luis Salom will guarantee a strong Spanish 
presence on the podium whilst Italian hopes 
rest with Romano Fenati, or ‘Fenomenati’ as 
he was prematurely nicknamed by his national 
press after an opening round win in Qatar 2012. 






By Adam Wheeler, Photos by Ray Archer 


OTOR TALKED TO THE MAIN MANUFACTURERS IN GRAND PRIX 
RACING TO GAIN THEIR VIEWS ON HOW AND WHY THE SPORT 
COULD DRASTICALLY ALTER FOR 2014 AND BEYOND 



here is every chance that by the end of 
June the form of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship will change. Ten seasons after 
the transformation from 125, 250 and 500 
categories (eleven if we count the freak year of 
125, MXGP and 650) to MX1 and MX2, with the 
large bore MX3 as an afterthought, the sport 
is facing its next major shift. While the original 
movement was done to embrace the technical 
fall-out between two-strokes and four-strokes 
the current refinement is happening to mould 
the sport to suit the rapid-digestion of the dig¬ 
itised modern era. At the heart of the change 
is television. Many might say it is a necessary 
evil but there is no denying the fact that live 
coverage of any sport is now an essential base 
of commercial existence. Brands and com¬ 
panies race to sell and the screen is the best 
portal of that shop window. 

The Superfinal experiment of placing the 
best twenty riders of MX1 (450cc four-strokes 
and the premier class) and MX2 (250cc four- 
strokes) in the same gate for the second moto 
in the 2013 flyaways - Qatar, Thailand, Brazil 
and Mexico - has been seen as a precursor to 


the format possibly being used for every round 
from 2014. Youthstream have been quick to 
stress the ‘trial’ nature of the idea as means 
to test how their plans for a condensed one 
hour TV show will be filled. Broadcasters like 
the immense Al Jazeera network in the Mid¬ 
dle East are interested in a 60 minutes live 
programme, rather than the increasingly un¬ 
realistic four hours that a Grand Prix currently 
demands. This is a hefty reduction. 

“We all have the same target,” reveals KTM’s 
Sport Director Pit Beirer. “We want a strong 
MX2 and MX1 Championship, we want a big 
part of it on television and we want to make 
the sport bigger. But we will not reach this tar¬ 
get if we just leave everything like it is.” 

“I think the new format was a good idea to try 
something different for the future and, by the 
way, this idea [the Superfinal] came from one 
of my industry colleagues and not from Youth- 
stream. We all thought this was a good idea 
and gave it a chance. After two races we found 
out some positive and some negative points 
about it.” 
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Feature 


SUPERFINALS AND THE WAY FORWARD 


In the wake of Qatar and Thailand there have 
been two huge advantages to the mixed class 
Superfinal. 

The first is that the gate was full for the flya¬ 
way events. With the dire economical situation 
in Europe the relative health of other markets 
(Yamaha sell close to 1.5 million bikes a year 
in Thailand, Suzuki 80,000) mean a Grand Prix 
further afield is now a more likely possibility 
and suits both Youthstream looking to recoup 
expenses for staging the show and the brands 
hoping for further promotion in fields (Brazil, 
India, Eastern Europe) where other motorcycle 
racing series might not necessarily go. 

Besides, the fact that a ‘world’ championship 
visits other territories is not a negative thing, 
as long as the support structure for teams 
having to make the outlay to travel can be put 
in place - the first small steps to this have oc¬ 


curred for 2013 with freight assistance but to 
reach Youthstream’s goal of having 50% of the 
calendar in Europe and the rest abroad further 
revisions might be complicit. The Superfinal 
solved the short-term problem of the entry 
lists that hit the low 20s for MX1 and 30s for 
MX2. 

The second and perhaps biggest boost was 
the action. “There was some fantastic racing in 
Qatar, all the way through,” says Kawasaki Mo¬ 
tor Europe’s Racing Manager Steve Guttridge. 
“The guy in last place has probably never 
come last before!” 

“We’ve introduced the new Superfinal which 
has produced great racing,” re-affirms Honda 
Motor Europe’s Off-Road Racing Manager 
Roger Harvey. “Having those forty riders on the 
line enables that.” 




MXGP FUTURE 


As Beirer mentions, there have also been some 
drawbacks to the initial running of the Super¬ 
final. The distinction between two classes, two 
running orders and two overall results in the 
same moto is a mass bevvy of information to 
digest - and certainly the TV presentation of 
these calculations has to be slick and accurate 
to convey the race itself and the wider picture. 
This aspect is understandably still a work-in- 
progress for Youthstream. 

The irony is that the Superfinal is ultimately 
designed to be a clear ‘one-race spectacle’. 

The fact that Tony Cairoli won the moto and 
walked the top of the podium in Qatar al¬ 
though he had not won the Grand Prix on 
overall points was a classic and immediate 
example of how Youthstream President Gi¬ 
useppe Luongo claims people need to ‘switch 
their minds’. The Italian also mentioned to the 
press that the track designs have to be altered 
to level the distance between the 250s and the 
450s if the Superfinal is to persevere, other¬ 
wise the MX2 field will be, literally and figura¬ 
tively, left behind. 

“We think it is a good idea to combine the two 
classes for the overseas races to save costs for 
all and to have a gate full of top riders not a 
mix between very slow and fast riders,” adds 
Beirer. About the future [for the Superfinal] we 
are not sure yet. We found out that the vis¬ 
ibility for the MX2 class in a mixed Superfinal 
is very low. The MX2 class is a very important 
class for our sport and we must make sure 
there is a good base for our young talents to 
step into the GP world.” 


The other question mark against mixing the 
bikes (a formula that somehow works for the 
annual Motocross of Nations but this meeting 
also carries a convoluted points system for the 
uninitiated) is the issue of safety. 

The sweeping start at Losail was both sensa¬ 
tional and sensationally scary and the large 
jumps and wave sections a week later at Si 
Racha meant a polarity between the capabili¬ 
ties and distances of the bikes. The consensus 
among the riders and the paddock is that the 
opening laps of the Superfinal are exhilarating 
but also very sketchy. 

“Last week I had a good start and it seemed 
OK but this time inside the pack I thought it 
was crazy,” said Rockstar Suzuki’s Kevin Stri- 
jbos, riding the RM-Z450. Cairoli has publicly 
stated twice that the start procedure of allow¬ 
ing MX1 and MX2 to enter the gate in mixed 
positions instead of MX2 first followed by the 
next twenty of MX1 would make for a safer first 
corner, while others have said that MX1 taking 
to the line first would create a clear division. 

Other schemes mentioned involved the use 
of the old ‘five second rule’ in letting the MX2 
bikes start first; this would certainly dampen 
the frantic activity on the first or second laps. 

“There have been two 
huge advantages to the 
Superfinal...but also some 
drawbacks...” 


THE END OF MX2? 


If the Superfinal endures or a new ‘MXGP’ 
class is created then the relevance of MX2 falls 
into limbo. Chiefly because 250cc riders and 
technology will gain less TV time, there will 
be less need for costly development to make 
the bikes faster (but staying quieter) and the 
best riders will quickly want to steer 350cc or 
450cc motorcycles to have a better chance in 
GP racing’s showpiece. 

The FIM have already said that it is unlikely 
that the technical rulebook will alter to bring 
the two classes closer together in terms of 
performance. Track design could narrow the 
chasm but will only have so much effect. At 
the moment the competitive eight round MX2 
European Championship uses 250cc ma¬ 
chinery and MX2 could ultimately become 
even more of a feeder class to MX1 or a new 
category with rumours the age limit could be 
dropped further from the current 23 years. 

MX2 could run at Grands Prix with two motos, 
like always, but would end up being almost a 
support division to the main show. While an 
altered degree of importance attached to MX2 
might not be a change that shatters the sport, 
what do the manufacturers - who race and 
sell in both classes - think about the possible 
marginalisation? 

“We have a responsibility to marketing which 
is why we are here,” says Harvey. “We’ve come 
to Grand Prix to show our products and sell 
motorbikes. If we can show our 250s as well 
as out 450s then that is great. If it all comes 
down to a Superfinal-type format then Honda 
must consider whether it would be better to 
take two MX1 teams racing as opposed to an 
MX1 and MX2. It isn’t just a case of making 
that decision but looking at the marketing 
strategy because the 250 could be leading the 
category but running around in eighth place 
and not getting the coverage compared to the 
expense.” 


“We all want to keep two races because it is 
part of the sport,” says Yamaha Motor Europe 
Racing Manager Laurens Klein Koerkamp. 
“That’s the basic question [can MX2 survive?] 
but maybe it is more important for people to 
get interested in motocross itself and then they 
can see what they want to buy. I don’t think 
that people necessarily and directly see the 
MX2 class and buy an MX2 bike. If you want 
to reach a broader audience then it is more 
important to reach them first and then get 
them hooked on the sport. They might end 
up buying a PW50! Maybe to do that - and it 
would be painful because of the history and 
everything - we have to truly focus on the MX1 
class.” 

“The risk is that the Superfinal kills off MX2 
but the reason why we are here is to promote 
our brand at the highest level,” opines Gut- 
tridge. “Youthstream promote the series with 
an MX1 logo. If we win a Grand Prix then our 
brand is very visual. For sure a fifteen year old 
is not going to start out riding a KX450F but 
that’s why we have different models to of¬ 
fer when he goes into his local dealer. When 
you are talking about the sport and the need 
for MX2 to bring the next generation of guys 
through to MX1 then it should totally remain a 
feeder class and still have two races and po¬ 
dium; I totally agree with that and we cannot 
lose it.” 

“We’ve come from 500 two-strokes to 250 
four-strokes...development goes on you know,” 
adds Harvey. “The costs of developing a 250 
in the present day are quite heavy and the 450 
doesn’t need quite so much budget for the 
technical side...but then you do for your rid¬ 
ers.” 

"We all want to keep two 
races because it is part of 
the sport...” 




MXGP FUTURE 
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THE FUTURE 


Grands Prix in Brazil and Mexico on May 19th 
and 26th respectively will see two more Su¬ 
perfinals before the gathering of opinions, 
thoughts and ideas between the FIM, Youth- 
stream, brands and teams will occur in the 
third week of June. There is plenty of thinking 
time in the fourteen weeks ahead and for the 
manufacturers, possibly together through the 
MSMA, to get their heads together. 

“Really it is too early to decide as we have two 
more overseas to come and a time frame is 
to be respected while negotiating and decid¬ 
ing, ‘make a program and stick to it’,’’ were the 
words offered by Rockstar Suzuki team owner 
Sylvain Geboers. 

“We are in favour of an one hour program as 
we think four hours live television is too much, 
even for hard core fans,” says Beirer. “It is 
just important that we keep an open dialogue 
between, Teams, Manufacturers, Youthstream 
and FIM. We are in the same boat and we 
need to find the best solution for the sport and 
especially the riders. They take the risks, and 
pull the show so we must also listen what they 
have to say.” 

“For sure we have to keep the two classes 
in the world championship but we need to 
find the balance between them and evaluate 
things; that will happen in June,” offers Klein 
Koerkamp. “There have been many comments 
so far and there are things that need to be im¬ 
proved a little bit but we were behind this idea 
and it is something we should learn from. 


There will always be dedicated channels as 
well as the internet showing more and this is 
fine and doesn’t need to change but the for¬ 
mat needs to be more compact and on more 
channels to try and reach a bigger audience. 
Whether it should be MX1 and MX2 or just 
focus on the MX1 class is something we’ll have 
to talk about in June.” 

“I think we have to go with the times and see 
what’s happening with the economy around 
the world and look at why we are here,” voices 
Guttridge. “Essentially we are here to promote 
the sport at the highest level and that means 
as big an audience as possible. They are using 
these rounds to tweak the Superfinal idea and 
see how it works but it fits a format whereby 
if this series continues to go global - which 
is what a world championship is all about - 
then the best riders around are all in that gate 
together. We have to look at how that can show 
both classes well and it doesn’t destroy MX2 
but I think the actual logic behind it is good. 
People will make their decisions. We will follow 
the format of the series to decide how we will 
be here and we cannot dismiss the importance 
of the European championship to see how that 
will produce riders and teams.” 

"Essentially we are here to 
promote the sport at the 
highest level...that means 
the biggest audience 
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MAKING THE CHANGE 


MXGP FUTURE 


It is hard to see the FIM Motocross World 
Championship making a radical shift like it did 
in 2001 when the 125, 250 and 500cc classes 
reverted to an unpopular one moto format. 

Youthstream and the FIM have their ideas on 
the future and direction of the sport and some¬ 
times these fall in the accordance with the 
manufacturers, fans and supporters of the se¬ 
ries (do not understate too much the thoughts 
of principal sponsor Monster Energy on any 
potential shifts) and sometimes they don’t. You 
cannot point the finger at the powers-that-be 
and accuse them of disrespecting a 56 year 
history when their chief purpose is wanting the 
best for the profile of motocross. 

Expansion usually suits everybody else’s 
particular agenda, and it does seem like any 
adjustments to motocross will be more of a 
collaborative effort. The likelihood is that the 
June meeting will modify the face of Grand 
Prix racing or at least the way we can digest 
it outside of specialist routes like MX Life and 
Motors TV. 

Two pertinent questions remain: ‘How will 
Grands Prix look come 2014?’ And ‘what will 
the existing fanbase think about it?’ 

“Just give it a bit of time,’’ readies Beirer. “I 
think it is too early to give a clear answer on 
all open questions. But sometimes you must 
try new things in life otherwise we would still 
be travelling on horses just to keep traditions 
alive.” 

“I think for any sport to grow we need to create 
heroes,” says Klein Koerkamp. “If you have too 
many different classes and too many names 
then it is difficult for people outside the core 
group to get a feeling for it and a certain level 
of interest. I think that MotoGP is the pinnacle 
of motorcycle racing and they have one clear 
class. People who do not have an interest in 
motorcycle racing - particularly in southern 
Europe countries - still know the top three or 


four names involved and you can only reach 
this if you have a focus class. I think this is the 
way to go. It is something I want to think more 
about and discuss with other people but may¬ 
be we need to offer a compact format where 
we see MX1 and a summary of MX2 on TV. 
There are other possibilities. There could be 
different naming for the first and second heats 
and even different points to put more weight 
on the second race, which is the toughest one.” 

Harvey: “In my personal view I’m a tradition¬ 
alist and I’d like to see the two race format 
continue and from a Honda viewpoint we 
also respect that. The one major thing about 
motocross is that you do a race then prepare 
yourself and your machine to do a second 
race; that’s always been one of the elements 
to make that ‘hard man of motocross’. You are 
ready, the bike and everything is set to go a 
second time.” 

“We [the brands] have not spoken together but 
the general view could lean towards keeping 
the sport at its roots but also leaning towards 
making sure we survive as a sport that people 
want to watch on TV,” surmises Guttridge. “If 
you create a package like Supercross where 
they have 70,000 people filling a stadium and 
Ryan Villopoto is a popular name then that’s 
the way to go. A Kawasaki will not be bought 
because people want to win a main event but 
because they want to emulate Villopoto.” 

“Whether the Superfinal format will be right to 
suit a whole season is another question and 
there is a lot to be discussed to see whether it 
will be suitable for our sport,” concludes Har¬ 
vey. “I can see it from the promoter’s viewpoint 
but I think we also have to look at the different 
ways that could be provided. It is too long for 
TV as it stands and we as manufacturers will 
listen and will contribute to the discussions as 
well as the FIM, teams and everybody.” 
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MY VIEW.. 


These are confusing times and the first two 
Grand Prix of the season saw plenty of talk and 
conjecture. 


The opinions flew, and we tried to digest all of 
them. From Youthstream President Giuseppe 
Luongo reinforcing his belief that a one hour 
TV special is the best direction for the presen¬ 
tation of the sport, to comments on the Su¬ 
perfinals from those watching outside the new 
fence posts, those in the midst of the action 
and the people at home deducing the happen¬ 
ings on TV. 


In two weeks a degree of normality will resume 
with the Grand Prix of the Netherlands seeing 
the customary two moto, two class structure in 
place but with a loud clock ticking away be¬ 
hind it. 


Motocross has to change and the timing has 
arrived to the point where Youthstream are 
able to lay out plans and even absorb ideas 
from other sections of the paddock (the Su¬ 
perfinal) to evolve their vision to a degree of 
general acceptance. This is perhaps something 
that would not have happened so easily in the 
past when bosses met around a table. This 
dialogue and collaboration to find the next best 
possible move is the encouraging factor. There 
are still voiced differences among the ‘control¬ 
lers’ of Grands Prix (travel assistance will be 
a contentious topic) but they are inching a 
little closer towards singing off the same song 
sheet. 


Ultimately I believe we are heading for an 
‘MXGP’ class with the second moto determin¬ 
ing the podium and broadcast for television, 
hopefully with MX2 squeezing a few minutes 
of coverage or the category becoming a junior 
feeder division. Something wedged between 
the European Championship and MX1 that 


might be able to showcase the talents of other 
riders from around the world over the next 
decade. Overseas Grands Prix could become 
about those two ‘MXGP’ motos with a full forty 
gate, a healthy support system for the teams, 
a novel Superpole qualification system to flesh 
out the weekend programme and local races 
for aspiring native talent. 

Why do I think this? 

I just see the Superfinal as too complicated 
and potentially risky to successfully extend 
across an entire season. The convolution of 
MX1 and MX2 wedged together goes against 
the original point of making it simpler. Even if 
the new (superb in HD) TV show can progress 
to the point of effectively sharing screen time 
for the classes and make the picture as trans¬ 
parent as possible it is still a lot to take-in for 
the new fan or first time viewers. 

It is better to make a clean break rather than 
trying to mix old and new elements together 
and ending up with a system that does not 
bring any obvious benefits. Maybe the loser in 
all of this is the loyal fan of the current format 
and for sure there will be those that have their 
preferences. Perhaps the creation of an aloof 
elite is not what motocross is all about for 
some. 

I kept an open mind in Qatar and Thailand and 
for all the pros and cons about the Superfinal 
the overriding emotion I carry from both of 
those outings was the sight of the forty best 
racers filtering into the gate and going full-out; 
it was quite amazing to see. A single class with 
emphasis on the elite together will carry the 
same impact at the circuit, and if Youthstream 
can patch it together then hopefully some of 
that ‘power’ will come across on TV as well. 
























GRAND PRIX OF THAILAND 

SI RACHA • MARCH 10th ■ RND 2 of 18 

MX1 winner: Tony Cairoli, KTM 
MX2 winner: Jeffrey Herlings, KTM 
Superfinal winner: Tony Cairoli, KTM 
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torrential rain storm delayed practice 
i Saturday and almost washed the track 
vay. The cascade of water in just a thirty 
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The riders racing typical Thai Tuk Tuks on 
Friday afternoon was one of the scariest 
sights of the Grand Prix. Monster Energy 
Yamaha’s Steven Frossard was a dab hand 
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Honda World Motocross team’s Evgeny Bobryshev 
should have had so much more from the Thai Grand 
Prix than just a 14th position overall. Leading the first 
moto comfortably until he lost the front end of the 
factory bike, ‘Bobby’s’ day would get worse with two 
more falls but thankfully no more injury problems 


















Gautier Paulin tries 
to find some solace in 
the Si Racha ‘oven’ 















Tommy Searle finished fourth overall and 
inches closer to a first MX1 podium. He 
was beaten by former MX2 nemesis Jeffrey 
Herlings in the Superfinal but his charge in 
the first MX1 moto was exciting stuff 


Shaun Simpson travelled a long way for 
just six points and any chance of his 
solid 8th place result from Qatar was 
washed out at the start of the MX1 moto 
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Jeffrey Herlings tested the full extent of 
the WP Performance suspension systems 
at Si Racha. Some of the big jumps and 
doubles needed the full grunt of the 
championship winning works KTM 





A n j\ 



CLASSIFICATION & WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


SUPERFINAL RESULT 

Riders 

1 

Tony Cairoli, ITA 

KTM 

2 

Gautier Paulin, FRA 

Kawasaki 

3 

Clement Desalle, BEL 

Suzuki 

4 

Jeffrey Herlings, NED 

KTM 

5 

Tommy Searle, GBR 

Kawasaki 



MXl OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Tony Cairoli, ITA 

KTM 

2 

Gautier Paulin, FRA 

Kawasaki 

3 

Clement Desalle, BEL 

Suzuki 

4 

Tommy Searle, GBR 

Kawasaki 

5 

Ken De Dycker, BEL 

KTM 


MX2 OVERALL RESULT 

Riders 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings, NED 

KTM 

2 

Romain Febvre, FRA 

KTM 

3 

Jose Butron, SPA 

KTM 

4 

Christophe Charlier, FRA 

Yamaha 

5 

Alessandro Lupino, ITA 

Kawasaki 


MXl WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 2 of 18 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Tony Cairoli 

95 

2 

Clement Desalle 

87 

3 

Gautier Paulin 

78 

4 

Ken De Dycker 

70 

5 

Tommy Searle 

64 


MX2 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 
STANDINGS (after 2 of 18 rounds) 

Riders 

Points 

l 

Jeffrey Herlings 

100 

2 

Romain Febvre 

82 

3 

Dean Ferris 

69 

4 

Christophe Charlier 

65 

5 

Glen Coldenhoff 

63 























































M ental note: If invited again to take a scoot¬ 
er ride with a posse of professional mo¬ 
torcycle racers around a busy Thai city...think 
twice. The Grand Prix of Thailand presented 
an interesting opportunity for the principal 
motorcycle manufacturers in the FIM Moto- 
cross World Championship. The Thai market 
is bulbous, and the meeting at Si Racha was 
the first for MX in the country and the sole 
major international race that year. Suzuki carry 
around 4% of the share in Thailand and that 
equates to annual sales of 80,000 and were 
the only ones to consider a promo activity. On 
the streets of Pattaya, from the main through- 
ways to the tight backstreets, if people are not 
riding then they’re walking or rammed into the 
back of a Taxi/van-cum-modern Tuk Tuk. Bikes 
are everywhere, traffic regulations are only 
marginally obeyed (true to stereotype) and 
most of the citizens buzz around without any 
helmets. It is both scary and fascinating, like 
being crammed into all three Mad Max movies 
at the same time. 

My jaunt with the Rockstar Energy Suzuki 
MX1 and MX2 crews involved a lap between a 
touristy floating market (complete with a vast 
array of food and grilled insects - nobody was 
brave enough to try one) a small zoo complete 
with docile tigers and elephants that provided 
another form of transportation and then onto 
a wonderfully constructed wooden temple, 
the Sanctuary of Truth, a homage to Buddhist 
ideals. In the spell on two wheels riding the 
nimble new ‘Lets’ scooter I was able to marvel 
at the wheelie, stoppie, skid control and donut 
capabilities of Desalle, Strijbos, Anstie and 
Lieber. Instead of being horrified or annoyed 
at the constant squeal and smell of burning 
rubber the locals lapped up the action while I 
kept a safe distance at the rear of the pack and 
tried to avoid the potholes. I have to say that 
five times World Champion Joel Smets was a 
clear winner in the wheelie stakes, easily tak¬ 
ing plaudits for distance and artistic merit! 

A long and hot day nevertheless provided a 
distraction from the upcoming Grand Prix and 
it was curious to note the change of character 
in individuals like Desalle who was playful and 
relaxed compared to the intense figure nor¬ 
mally seen at the circuit. Kevin Strijbos took 



a special interest in the Sanctuary of Truth, 
partially under reconstruction (hence the work 
lids) but made entirely from timber to signify 
the proximity of the temple’s ‘closeness to 
earth’. Lieber was laidback and is clearly still 
in the dreamy phases of enjoying life as a fac¬ 
tory rider while Anstie was overawed by the 
animals and his feeding of copious bananas to 
a friendly elephant. The day turned out to be 
one of the best ways to see and taste some of 
Pattaya, including some of that frantic motor¬ 
cycling culture. 
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Red Bull KTM’s Italian factory rider Tony Cairoli takes his third consecutive 
MX1 World Championship title for KTM. The six-times Motocross Champion has won 
around half of all the races in 2012 on his KTM 350 SX-F and has taken more than 80 
percent of the available points - GRANDE TONY! 


READY TO RACE 



»www.ktm.com 
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SUES BLOG 


THE NEVERENDING BATTLE... 

By Adam Wheeler 


“Where do you work?” 

“In motocross...” 

“What’s that then?” 

Above is a frequent refrain I’ve endured over the 
years. Alternate versions involve a range of re¬ 
sponses from slight recognition that motocross 
is a motorsport, to derision from the general 
motorcycling world. For well over a decade I’ve 
been trying to convey how exciting this sport 
can be and have seized any small opportunity 
to preach the word to a larger audience whether 
through books, DVDs or the slim chance of 
any mainstream media taking any copy, stories 
or notice at all. The truth is that motocross is 
David to the vast Goliath that is football/rugby/ 
cricket in the British national press and despite 
the promising presence of people like Herring, 
Mai in, Dobb, Sword, Mackenzie, Nunn and Sear- 
le over the last twenty-five years the sling has 
always felt empty. Contact and attempts with 
newspapers and TV shows have gone ignored 
and calls unreturned. One renowned broadsheet 
editor (reached through a respected colleague) 
had the good grace to offer a four-word repost 
to the offer for MX world championship content: 
‘no thanks, nice try’. Even a supposed bastion 
of British motorcycling, MCN, don’t even have 
the courtesy to reply to emails championing 
the case of Searle and the increased spectacle 
of MX1. Getting to the point of shaking hands 
is hard enough without then having to twist the 
arm. 

I may not have a glorious and historic apprecia¬ 
tion of motocross through the eras - I’ll freely 
admit that I was weaned on road racing thanks 
to a family residence close to Brands Hatch and 
a passionate and loving father that didn’t leave 
a young son at home when he wanted to go to 
the track - so the imminent changes that Grand 
Prix MX is facing might not strike my heart quite 
as much as those long-enamoured with the dirt. 


I have the upmost respect for the ideals and tra¬ 
ditions of motocross and I’m the first to bristle 
with any notion of revolution, particularly when 
something doesn’t appear to be particularly 
‘broken’. 

Here’s the ‘but’... I do want the sport to be big¬ 
ger. 

I want to see wider coverage (and be lucky 
enough to make some of it). I want people to 
marvel at motocross in the same way that I still 
do, even though I’ve lost count of how many 
Grands Prix I’ve reported on. 

Manufacturers might agree to one class, a Su¬ 
perfinal or the elevation of MX1 in a new one- 
hour TV format that appears to be set in stone 
in order to sell more bikes. I want it to happen 
just so Youthstream can hone a decent TV rep¬ 
resentation of GPs and as many people around 
the world get ‘turned on’; to use a Lennonism. 

People will still get their fill at the tracks them¬ 
selves thanks to the various European support 
categories and MX2 might become even more 
of a feeder class, but if the sport has to shape- 
shift to boost its chances then, personally, I find 
it hard to turn away from that or to charge into 
a new landscape with a negative mindset. Inside 
the paddock the general feeling is ‘keep MX2, 
keep two motos’. And I think this will happen, 
but MX1 and the second moto, could become 
the centrepiece, the ‘Main Event’ for Grand Prix 
racing. 

Everyone has their own reasons for wanting 
‘more’ for motocross; more sales, more spon¬ 
sors, more coverage, more possibilities. The 
important factor that many might have over¬ 
looked is that this surge to do so means there 
are plenty out there that care where motocross 
will be in the future and how it has to evolve. 
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KTM 

KTM’s new Adventure 1190 (and the more off- 
roady R) is now hitting dealers and - if Roland 
Brown’s review in the last OTOR is anything to go 
by - will soon be gathering quite a fanbase. Dig¬ 
ging deep into the vast collection that is KTM’s 
Powerwear reveals some ideal garments for taking 
this monster of a tourer onto the roads and in an 
array of conditions. As we’ve said before one of 
the factory’s strengths when it comes to their kit 
is through their shrewdness in collaborations and 
licences. Meaning that the KTM gear is made by 
renowned names such as Alpinestars, Leatt, Arai 
and Airoh. On these pages is the HQ Adventure 
jacket (far left) that has the multi-season versatil¬ 
ity and quality of build that you’d come to expect 
from touring attire in this day and age. We’re talk¬ 
ing inner jacket, pockets for probably more items 
than you own, leather reinforcements, waterproof 
zips, reflective piping, magnetic collar fasteners 
and more. 

Next to this text box is the Pure Adventure Jacket 
with SaS-Tec protectors and is a little less ‘full-on’ 
but looks the part with the matching pants. 

Don’t forget the HQ Adventure gloves with rein¬ 
forced thumb and palm heel, breathable materials 
and handy visor wipe strip. 

Completing the set is the Alpinestars-made Tech 
Touring boots. 
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ALPINIESTARS 



There are a couple of good reasons that Alpine- 
stars feature prominently in OTOR. The first is 
that we are one of many fans of the brand for 
both the quality and the design and secondly 
because the company are not shy in regularly 
informing us on the extent and breadth of their 
catalogue. 

Our pick of the 2013 range this issue is the 
Scheme Kevlar glove, which seems ideal for 
casual street riding in fairer climes. The glove 
is not too overloaded with bulky and protec¬ 
tive elements (so it’s not ideal for performance) 
but still has that sturdy build of carbon fibre, 
padding and stitching plus a decent look for a 
quick outing on two wheels. At 49.95 euros it 
is not too expensive either. Something else we 
quite liked was the Avant perforated leather 
jacket (379.95 euros) that boasts a range of 
features but what caught our eye at the pres¬ 
entation was how light and purposeful it felt 
as well as carrying a subtle design for a smart 
street presence. 
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‘On-track Off-road’ is a free, bi-weekly publication for the screen focus¬ 
sed on bringing the latest perspectives on events, blogs and some of the 
very finest photography from the three worlds of the FIM Motocross World 
Championship, the AMA Motocross and Supercross series’ and MotoGP. 
’On-track Off-road’ will be published online at www.ontrackoffroad.com 
every other Tuesday. To receive an email notification that a new issue avai¬ 
lable with a brief description of each edition’s contents simply enter an 
address in the box provided on the homepage. All email addresses will be 
kept strictly confidential and only used for purposes connected with OTOR. 

Adam Wheeler Editor and FIM MXGP correspondent 

Ray Archer Photographer 

Steve Matthes AMA MX and SX correspondent 

Simon Cudby Photographer 

Steve Cox Photo-journalist 

Matthew Roberts Television Presenter and MotoGP correspondent 
Gavin Emmett TV commentator/Presenter and MotoGP correspondent 

Nuria Garcia Cover Design 
Gabi Alvarez Web developer 
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Ray Archer, Simon Cudby, Kevin Morosky 
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Cover shot: JL Yamaha Ml by Milagro 


This publication took a lot of time and effort to put together so please respect it! Nothing in 
this publication can be reproduced in whole or part without the written permission of the edi¬ 
torial team. For more information please visit www.ontrackoffroad.com and click ‘Contact us’. 





